
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Books, Please! 

Grades 6 — 7  
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko. When his 
father is stationed as a guard at Alcatraz Island, Moose must 
contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to 
life with his autistic sister. 
 
Gregor the Overlander Series by Suzanne Collins. Gregor 
and his sister are pulled into a strange underground world,  
triggering an epic battle while on a quest foretold by prophecy. 
 
The Dark is Rising Sequence by Susan Cooper. On his  
eleventh birthday, Will discovers that he is destined to seek 
the six magical Signs that will enable the Old Ones to triumph 
over the evil forces of the Dark. 
 
Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos. Jack spends the  
summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is  
assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual 
chore involving the newly dead, among other strange things. 
 
The Shadow Children Series by Margaret Peterson Haddix. 
In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, 
Luke has lived in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until 
another "third" convinces him that the government is wrong. 
 
Princess Academy by Shannon Hale. While attending a strict 
academy for potential princesses, Miri discovers unexpected 
talents and connections to her homeland. 
 
13 Treasures by Shannon Harrison. Bedeviled by evil fairies 
that only she can see, Tanya is sent to stay with her cold 
grandmother, where she and the caretaker's son solve a  
disturbing mystery. 
 
Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Henkes. On a summer visit to her 
grandmother's cottage by the ocean, Martha gains perspective 
on the death of a classmate, her relationship with her  
grandmother, her feelings for an older boy, and on her plans to 
be a writer. 
 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen. Roy, who is new to his small Florida 

community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save 

a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
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My Most Excellent Year: a Novel of Love, Mary Poppins, & 
Fenway Park by Steve Kluger. Three teenagers in Boston 
narrate their experiences of a year of new friendships, first 
loves, and coming into their own. 
 
Schooled by Gordon Korman.  Homeschooled by his hippie 
grandmother, Cap has never watched TV, tasted a pizza, or 
even heard of a wedgie. But when his grandmother lands in 
the hospital, Cap is forced to attend the local middle school.  
 
A Ring of Endless Light by Madeline L’Engle. During the  
summer her grandfather is dying of leukemia, Vicky finds  
comfort with the pod of dolphins with which she has been  
doing research. 
 
Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine. Princess Ella strug-
gles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any 
order given to her. 
 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin. De-
lighted by her father’s tales of the Jade Dragon and the Old 
Man in the Moon, Minli sets off to find the wise Old Man. Along 
the way, she meets a variety of colorful characters, including a 
friend's dragon. 
 
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick. At the beginning of 
eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend Freak 
find that when they combine forces they make a powerful 
team. 
 
Countdown by Deborah Wiles. Peace is hard to come by for 
Franny in 1962, especially when her best friend is feuding with 
her, her sister has disappeared, and her uncle is fighting an 
old war in his head. The cute boy across the street only  
complicates things. . .  
 

Snow in Summer: The Fairest of Them All by Jane Yolen. 

Recasts the tale of Snow White, setting it in West Virginia in 

the 1940s with an evil stepmother who is a snake-handler. 
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