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 One of the seven mandated elements of the local 
General Plan

 Existing and projected housing needs of all 
economic segments of the community

 State sets schedule for periodic update of the 
housing element

 Review by California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) for compliance 
with State law

Housing Element Overview

Housing Element Requirements
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Housing Element Update Schedule

 Draft Housing Element

 Project Kick-off (August 2012)

 Community/Stakeholder Workshop (October 2012)

 Public Review Draft Background Report (January 2013)

 Public Review Draft Policy Document (January 2013)

 MAC and Public Review (January – February 2013)

 Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors Review 
(February – April 2013)
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 Background Report

 Existing Housing Needs
 Land Inventory
 Constraints on Housing
 Evaluation of Existing 

Policies/Programs
 Policy Document

 Goals, Policies, Programs, & 
Quantified Objectives to Meet 
Community’s Housing Needs

Housing Element Overview

Housing Element Contents
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Housing Element Overview

RHNA

El Dorado 
County
5,136

California
(Housing and Community Development)

SACOG
Sacramento Area Council of Governments

2013 -2021 RHNA = 104,970 units

Placer 
County
21,625

Sacramento 
County
58,386

Sutter 
County
3,463

Yolo County
11,129

Yuba County
5,231

Auburn
308

Colfax
51

Lincoln
3,790

Loomis
154

Rocklin
3,813

Roseville
8,478

Unincorp. 
County
5,031
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Ensuring 

Adequate Sites

Promoting 

Affordable 

Housing 

Development

RHNA

Existing and 
Proposed Sites

Regulatory Incentives

Removing Constraints

Housing Element Overview
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Regional Housing Needs Allocation by Income

Housing Element Overview

Very 
Low Low Moderate

Total 
Affordable

RHNA 1,365 957 936 3,258

Residential Holding Capacity 6,705 999 1,358 9,062
Built and Planned Projects w/ an 
Affordability Component 40 320 294 654
Holding Capacity on Vacant Land 
Residential Designations 3,718 286 1,049 5,053
Holding Capacity on Vacant Land 
w/ Non-Residential Designations 2,947 0 0 2,947
Holding Capacity on Vacant Land 
in the Tahoe Basin 0 393 15 408
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Reasonable Accommodation Ordinance

Zoning Text Amendments:

• Emergency Shelters, Transitional 
Housing, Supportive Housing

• Farmworker Housing
• Single-Room Occupancy Housing 

Units (pending)

Programs Completed Since 2009:

Housing Element Overview
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Nine Major Policy Document Topic Headings

 New Residential Construction

 Affordable Housing

 Housing in the Tahoe Basin

 Conservation/Rehabilitation

 Preservation of At-Risk Units

 Special Needs

 Energy Conservation

 Equal Opportunity

 Implementation Monitoring

Housing Element Overview
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Proposed New Policies/Programs:

 Update DeWitt Master Plan to identify sites for higher-
density housing

 Co-Op Housing Zoning Text Amendment
 Encourage construction of studio apartments
 Require 10 percent affordable units for any General Plan 

Amendment that increases residential density
 Expand Fee Waiver and Fee Deferral programs
 Adopt new rules to allow second units on smaller parcels 

(multi-generational housing)

Housing Element Overview
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Proposed New Policies/Programs:

 Increase density allowed for multi-family projects on 
commercially-zoned land

 Conduct periodic housing program workshops
 Encourage shared housing/landlord training programs
 Increase by-right occupancy for residential care homes 

from six to eight persons

Housing Element Overview
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Housing Element Update Schedule

What’s Next?

 Planning Commission Recommendation
 Board of Supervisors Authorizes Submittal to State
 HCD Review Draft Housing Element (90 days)
 Receive HCD comments
 Placer County response
 Adoption of Final Housing Element
 HCD Certification

Housing Element Must be Certified by October 31
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For More Information:

Chris Schmidt, 530.745.3076
crschmid@placer.ca.gov

Web:

www.placer.ca.gov/Departments/CommunityDevelopment/Planning.aspx
Quick Click ‘Housing Element’ on right hand side of page.




