
EMIGRANT TRAILS GREENWAY TRUST 
WAS FOUNDED BY SUSAN AND BOB 
COOLEY-GILLIOM IN 2001 WITH THE GOAL 
OF PRESERVING NATURAL OPEN SPACE, 
HABITAT, SCENIC VIEWS, AND HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES WITHIN A BROAD SWATH OF 
LAND. THE TRUST ENCOMPASSES A RANGE 
FROM THE SIERRA NEVADA FOOTHILLS IN 
THE AMERICAN, BEAR, AND YUBA RIVER 
WATERSHEDS, TO THE CREST OF THE 
SIERRA , INCLUDING TRUCKEE AND THE 
TRUCKEE RIVER FROM LAKE TAHOE. 

THE CONCEPT WAS INSPIRED BY THE 
“MOUNTAINS TO SOUND GREENWAY” 
IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. EMIGRANT 
TRAILS GREENWAY TRUST TAKES ITS 
NAME FROM THE NUMEROUS EMIGRANT 
ROUTES THROUGH THE AREA AND THE 
LONG HISTORY OF HUMAN PASSAGE AND 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE AREA’S UNIQUE 
BEAUTY AND DIVERSITY. 

SUSAN PASSED AWAY IN 2003 BUT 
LEFT AN AMAZING LEGACY THROUGH 
HER COMMITMENT TO THE GREENWAY 
TRUST. BOB CONTINUES TO CARRY THE 
TORCH FOR THE TRUST AND HAS BEEN 
ACTIVELY WORKING ON A NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS, SOME NOW COMPLETE AND 
SOME IN PROGRESS. THE EMIGRANT 
GREENWAY TRUST WORKS IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH PLACER LAND TRUST, TRUCKEE-
DONNER LAND TRUST, THE CALIFORNIA 
OAK FOUNDATION, PLACER LEGACY, AND 
OTHERS.

-- Supervisor Robert Weygandt on 
Hidden Falls Regional Park
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The Truckee River is a critically important 
natural resource that serves many functions. 
The river is the outlet of Lake Tahoe, providing 
water supply for Reno and Nevada users. The 
river is a significant natural resource that 
provides a recreational trout fishery, habitat for 
the endangered Lahontan cutthroat trout, and 
riparian habitat for wildlife.

The Truckee River Corridor is also an out-
standing recreation resource—providing a pop-
ular destination for paddlers, hikers, anglers, 
cross-country skiers, and bicyclists. The exist-
ing Class 1 trail along the southernmost river 
reach is popular with both families and more 
serious athletes. From Tahoe City to Truckee, 
past and current transportation and industrial 

issues combined with recent 
population growth, develop-
ment, and recreational use 
put substantial pressure on 
the Truckee River corridor. 

For example, eroded 
stream banks and degraded 
riverside meadows have 
negative impacts on wild-
life habitat. The vision of 
the Truckee River Corridor 
Access Plan is to restore and 
enhance the river corridor’s 

ecological, water quality, recreational, and non-
motorized transportation values, while protect-
ing the property rights of corridor landowners.

Public interest in and use of the Truckee 
River is increasing among local and visiting 
fly fishers, paddlers, bicyclists, and hikers. The 
Truckee River is also an attraction to tourists 
from outside the area. No single agency, 
organization, or stakeholder has jurisdiction 
over all the land in the river corridor or control 
of all these issues; however, the coordination 
of various plans and projects can go a long way 
toward creating solutions.

Through Placer Legacy, Placer County   has 
taken the first steps toward this coordination 
by funding the preparation of a corridor access 
plan to identify environmental and access-
related river corridor issues and projects. This 
study plan is intended to serve as the guiding 
vision to help agencies and organizations 1) 
direct land management activities; 2) enhance, 
restore, and protect natural resources; and 3) 
develop trails, staging areas, and other potential 
low-intensity recreational facilities on public 
land.
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SEPTEMBER 23RD MARKED TWO YEARS 
SINCE GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER 
SIGNED HISTORIC LEGISLATION CREATING 
THE 25 MILLION ACRE SIERRA NEVADA 
CONSERVANCY (SNC),  DESIGNED TO 
IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENTAL,  ECO-
NOMIC, AND SOCIAL WELL -BEING OF THE 
SIERRA NEVADA REGION. JIM BRANHAM, 
FORMER UNDERSECRETARY FOR CAL/EPA , 
IS APPROACHING HIS ONE YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY AS THE SNC’S FIRST EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR. 

AFTER MANY COMPETITIVE PROPOS-
ALS FROM COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT 
THE SIERRA NEVADA, THE SNC SELECT -
ED THE AUBURN AREA FOR ITS PER -
MANENT HEADQUARTERS. THE DECISION 
WAS BASED ON AUBURN’S CENTRALITY, 
YEAR -ROUND ACCESSIBIL IT Y,  OPPORTU-
NITY FOR THE SNC TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE COMMUNIT Y’S ECONOMIC WELL -
BEING, AND ACCESS FOR EMPLOYEES TO 
SCHOOLS, AFFORDABLE HOUSING, ALTER-
NATIVE TRANSPORTATION, AND OTHER 
SERVICES. 

THE SIERRA BUSINESS COUNCIL,  A 
SPONSOR OF THE LEGISLATION, WORKED 
WITH THE CONSERVANCY BOARD TO 
HOST FORUMS THROUGHOUT THE SIERRA 
NEVADA TO INTRODUCE AND CLARIFY 
THE SNC’S PURPOSES AND BEGIN DIA -
LOGUE AND BRAINSTORMING ABOUT 
HOW THE CONSERVANCY CAN SATISFY 
ITS MISSION IN COMMUNITIES THROUGH-
OUT THE SIERRA . THE CONSERVANCY 
ALSO HOSTED SIX SUBREGIONAL WORK-
SHOPS TO ELICIT PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 
ITS STRATEGIC PLAN. INCORPORATING 
VAST AMOUNTS OF INPUT, THE STRATE-
GIC PLAN WAS APPROVED IN JULY 2006. 

THE SNC RECENTLY RELEASED AN 
INTERACTIVE SEARCHABLE DATABASE OF 
REPORTS, ASSESSMENTS, MANAGEMENT 
PLANS, HANDBOOKS, GENERAL PLANS, 
AND OTHER PL ANNING DOCUMENTS 
PERTAINING TO THE CONSERVANCY’S 
REGION AND GOALS. THIS “E-LIBRARY” 
IS AVAILABLE AT   HTTP://LIBRARY.SIERRA -

NEVADA.CA.GOV/.

WWW.SIERRANEVADACONSERVANCY.CA.GOV
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☞ Did you know that the 
California Red-Legged Frog 
is the largest native frog in 
the western United States?  It 
measures anywhere from 1.5 - 
5.5 inches long!

☞ Inspired by Mark Twain’s story and this frog, every May in Calaveras County thousands of people gather for a frog jumping contest. Rosie the Ribeter holds the world record for the longest frog jump -- over 21 feet!

☞ Red-legged frogs 
live in cool, fresh-
water ponds, wet-
lands, and streams. 
Unfortunately, it 
has disappeared 
from 70% of its 
habitat.

☞ Frogs are amphibians, and amphibians breathe partly through their skin, which makes them vulnerable to changes in the environment.

☞ Listen in late winter for 
their low, short, abrupt 
grunts which set it apart 
from its silent cousin, the 
Northern red-legged frog.

☞ This frog inspired 
Mark Twain’s story 
“The Celebrated 
Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County!”

☞ Red-Legged Frogs eat bugs, other inverte-brates, tree frogs, and even mice!   
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☞ Amphibians have survived 
on earth for millions of 
years—much longer than 
humans, but today many 
are an endangered.
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