
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

NORTH TAHOE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  
January 8, 2015 

 
Pursuant to notice given, the regular meeting of the North Tahoe Regional Advisory Council (NTRAC) was 
held on Thursday January 8, 2015 at the North Tahoe Event Center in Kings Beach, California.  
 
1. Call to Order 
JEWETT called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM. A quorum was established.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Drake, Chillemi, Kupec, Jewett, Hill, and Roeder. Hymanson arrived at 6:22 PM 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
STAFF PRESENT: Montgomery, Kastan, and Friedman 

 
2.  MAC Member Introductions 
 a. Introduction of new NTRAC member, Meredith Rosenberg 
 Everyone introduced himself or herself.  
               
3.  Approval of Agenda 
HILL/CHILLEMI/UNANIMOUS 
  
4.  Approval of Minutes of October 9, 2014  
KUPEC/HILL/UNANIMOUS 
 
5.  Supervisor / Tahoe Field Representative Reports 
 a. Dollar Creek Shared Use Trail – Firestone Property status 
SUPERVISOR MONTGOMERY reported the PLACER COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS took action 
to accept the easement on the Firestone Property in order to begin construction of the Dollar Creek Trail. 
PETER KRAATZ of Placer County Department of Public Works explained this is the first step to transfer the 
entire parcel to the County. Eventually the trail will go all the way to the Regional Park in Tahoe Vista.  
 
MONTGOMERY encouraged everyone to register their phone numbers at PlacerAlert.org in order to receive 
emergency notifications. Placer County is working with a number of agencies on an updated Hazardous 
Materials Preparedness Response. There is particular focus on updating railway regulations and responses. 
 
The Placer County Board of Supervisors is meeting at Granlibakken in Tahoe City on January 20 at 9:00 AM. 
The agenda is available on the County website. MONTGOMERY announced that NTRAC members KOIJANE 
and HYMANSON are stepping off the Council. HYMANSON has accepted a position representing the County 
at the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA). As of December 31, 2014, the County owns the BBLLC 
property in Kings Beach.  
 
6.  Community Reports  
KRISTIN MANN, Community Service Representative from the Placer County Sheriff’s Office reported on the 
calls PSCO responded to in this area during the past year, including 210 thefts and 51 vandalism calls. 
 
7.  NTRAC Member Reports  
DRAKE reported he has opened a new brewery in Incline Village, Alibi Ale Works. 
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8.  Public Comment  
CHILLEMI noted that in March, 2009, NTRAC recommended approval of a Conditional Use Permit for 
Northshore Gas and Convenient Store in Kings Beach next to the car wash. This item will be heard by Placer 
County Planning Commission soon, although the date is still to be determined. CHILLEMI hopes it will be 
heard at a meeting in Tahoe. 
 
ELLIE WALLER reported the environmental documents have been issued for the Highway 89 Realignment 
project in Tahoe City. The comment period ends in mid-February. Another issue regarding Speedboat Beach is 
coming up. The Martis Camp Beach Shack has applied for a license to serve alcohol. Come to the Board of 
Supervisors meeting on January 20 to give your input on these issues. 
 
TRACEY TOWNER of NTPUD announced upcoming events at the Event Center, including the Kings Beach 
After 8 music schedule. 
 
9. Information Non-Action Item 

A. Tahoe Residential Trash and Wildlife Survey Results – Michelle White, Placer County 
Environmental Engineering 

MICHELLE WHITE presented results of the surveys conducted to gauge what issues are important to the 
community and strategies to implement solutions. She explained how the public was notified of the opportunity 
to participate in the survey. The Residential Trash questions had to do with what services are being used and 
what could be added. The public cited blue bag recycling, and green and hazardous waste disposal as being 
most important. Results of the Wildlife Survey indicated that 67% of respondents have had experiences with 
wildlife and trash issues, mostly bears. WHITE said a program offering 0% financing for 5 years for residential 
bear sheds is being considered. A new contract is being negotiated with TTSD, which will consider the survey 
responses. 
 
The Council asked questions about WHITE’S report. It was suggested that the recycling program be better 
explained for visitors. A brief discussion followed regarding animals other than bears, that cause trash 
problems, including dogs, raccoons, and birds. 
 
The topic was open to Public Comment. In response to questions raised, WHITE explained how to dispose of 
batteries and florescent lights and enforcement of current code. 
 

B. The TART Branding Project – Will Garner, Placer County Public Works Manager – Transit 
Services 

WILL GARNER reported that for the past few years, a group of stakeholders including the ski areas, NLTRA, 
and the County have been meeting as the Resort Triangle Transit Vision Coalition to consider expanding transit 
services for residents and visitors. Services included are TART, Truckee Transit, the Night Rider, and the 
Airport Express. One issue identified is the confusion with so many agencies offering a variety services. As a 
result, a Branding Committee was formed. GARNER showed the new TART logo that is in keeping with the 
new brand being launched so area transit services can be more easily identified. Other uses for the new color 
scheme and logo are the website and signage. GARNER answered questions clarifying the program. 
 

C. Animal Shelter Services for Eastern Placer County – Closing the Tahoe Vista Animal Shelter and 
merging services at the Town of Truckee Shelter – Wesley Nicks, Director, Placer County 
Environmental Health, Public Health, and Animal Services 

NICKS reported on the decision to close the Tahoe Vista Animal Shelter and merging services to the new 
shelter in Truckee, forming a Regional Shelter Agreement to serve the area. The current shelter opened in 1972 
and handles 110 animals each year. The building is small and needs many upgrades. The challenges include the 
difficulty in cleaning the building, the play area is small and needs to be shoveled in the winter, and the building 
is not ADA compliant. It costs approximately $340 per animal and the average length of stay is over 4 months 



for dogs and 8 months for cats. Given the costs and TRPA restrictions, it is not feasible to enlarge the existing 
shelter or build a second story. 
 
The proposed agreement with Truckee is for 30 years. There will be a one-time fee of $750,000 and the cost to 
shelter animals is approximately $250 each, resulting in a $100,000 annual savings. The Truckee facility has a 
much higher adoption rate and the facilities for the animals are much better. Placer County Animal Control 
officers will still patrol eastern Placer County areas. 
 
NICKS discussed the improvements to animal control being made, regardless of whether or not the Tahoe Vista 
shelter closes, including an additional officer, upgraded software and the “Free Ride Home” program. It was 
noted that a new facility is being built on the west side of the County at a cost of approximately $20 million. A 
new facility for Tahoe Vista would be in the $5.7 million range, not including land. 
 
The Board of Supervisors will consider this item at the January 20 meeting at Granlibakken. If they approve the 
proposal, it will be heard by the Truckee Town Council in the next month or so. 

 
The Council asked questions clarifying the presentation, including how current staff and the new Animal 
Control officer will serve the area. NICKS said those officers will still be responding to calls in the Basin, just 
as they are now. He explained how the Truckee facility will charge Placer County for the animals they shelter. 
 
CHILLEMI asked if outside funding had been requested to upgrade the Tahoe Vista facility. NICKS said no 
funding has been pursued, but if a new facility were to be considered, it would need to be on a new parcel since 
the current one is not suitable for an expanded shelter. MONTGOMERY added that grants and private funds 
were solicited for the new shelter in Auburn, but no monies were received.  
 
The topic was open to Public Comment. Twenty people spoke, many of behalf of several others. Many speakers 
were volunteers at the Tahoe Vista shelter or had connections to the business community. Some questioned the 
comments about distance to the Truckee facility given winter road conditions and summer traffic. The statistics 
quoted by NICKS were questioned. There was consensus among the speakers that this process is happening 
very quickly. They asked that it be slowed down and the community be given 6 months to investigate options.  
 
Public Comment was closed. Everyone was encouraged to attend the January 20th Board of Supervisors meeting 
at Granlibakken for an opportunity to address the entire Board. The Council agreed that good points were made 
during public comment and encouraged MONTGOMERY to request a delay on any decision. 
 

D. The Kings Beach Gateway and Boardwalk Study – Peter Kraatz, Deputy Director, Placer County 
Public Works Department 

PETER KRAATZ presented two projects associated with the Kings Beach Commercial Core Improvement 
Project that are in the planning phase: a separated boardwalk through Kings Beach and a new gateway at 
Highways 28 and 267. There is funding to study the projects, but not deliver them. There are some issues 
regarding property ownership in both areas. KRAATZ showed illustrations of what might be possible that were 
the result of the community visioning process. Eventually community workshops will be held to discuss 
options. He answered questions regarding the projects and process for implementation. 
 
The topic was open to Public Comment. Two people spoke, encouraging public input on the design and 
clarifying available funding. 
 

E. The North Tahoe Parking Study – Peter Kraatz 
KRAATZ reported this study goes in tandem with the Tahoe Area Plan Updates, as it considers parking issues 
in Tahoe City and Kings Beach. One component of the study is to insure parking design standards align with the 
TRPA Regional Plan Update and Area Plans. A second component addresses financing parking for 
redevelopment projects given many small properties have coverage constraints. To accomplish all this, LSC did 



parking counts last summer to inventory what parking is available, and how that parking is utilized. They 
looked at peer resorts to consider how parking needs are addressed in other areas and travel modes, i.e., how do 
people get around. Locally, about 90% of travel is done in personal auto. All information will be compiled into 
a draft report and hopefully the finalized study will be released in March or April. To implement 
recommendations, the parking requirement in current codes will probably have to be revised and funding for 
parking programs to support needs will be considered, such as paid parking and in-lieu fees. A brief discussion 
followed regarding options for funding and the need for public input. 
 
The topic was open to public comment. 
ELLIE WALLER said each of the Area Plan teams considered parking strategies. In addition to the main town 
centers of Kings Beach and Tahoe City, areas such as Tahoe Vista and Carnelian Bay need to be considered.  
 
10.  Future Agenda Items  

• Alpine Sierra Project 
• Tahoe City Mobility Study – Placer County DPW 
• Hwy 89 realignment – Tahoe Transportation District  
• Update on NLTRA-funded projects 
• Update on Animal Shelter 
• Elect officers 

 
11.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – March 12, 2015 at the Tahoe City Public Utility District Board  
       Room, 221 Fairway Drive, Tahoe City, California 
 
12. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Friedman, Recording Secretary 
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