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California Department of Transportation

Basics of Highway Noise

Instead, it is the generally accepted threshold of the best human hearing.
SPLs in negative decibel ranges are inaudible to humans. On the other
extreme, the decibel scale can go much higher than shown in Table 2-5.
For example, gunshots, explosions, and rocket engines can reach 140 dBA
or higher at close range. Noise levels approaching 140 dBA are nearing
the threshold of pain. Higher levels can inflict physical damage on such
things as structural members of air and spacecraft and related parts.
Section 2.2.1.1 discusses the human response to changes in noise levels.

Table 2-5. Typical Noise Levels

Noise Level

Common Outdoor Activities (dBA) Common Indoor Activities
110 Rock band
Jet flyover at 1,000 feet
100
Gas lawnmower at 3 feet
90
Diesel truck at 50 feet at S0 mph Food blender at 3 feet
80 Garbage disposal at 3 feet
Noisy urban area, daytime
Gas lawnmower, 100 feet 70 Vacuum cleaner at 10 feet
Commercial area Normal speech at 3 feet
Heavy traffic at 300 feet 60
Large business office
Quiet urban daytime 50 Dishwasher in next room
Quiet urban nighttime 40 Theater, large conference room (background)
Quiet suburban nighttime
30 Library
Quiet rural nighttime Bedroom at night, concert hall (background)
20
Broadcast/recording studio
10
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